Message to Jan Zurakowski at the Opening Ceremony of
Zurakowski Park



My family and I join your many friends and old
colleagues in wishing you and your family our very best
regards and good wishes on this very special occasion
for all of you.

I am sorry that my less than robust health prevents me
from attending this event to honour an old friend and
colleague for whom I have always had the deepest
respect and admiration.

The Zurakowski Park Project is a fitting tribute to an
extraordinary aviator whose courage and skill has
helped broaden the boundaries of aviation technology.

Few mortals can look forward to enjoying a stroll with
family and friends in their own memorial park, where
you can watch the birds 'do their stuff' and reflect
that your own flying was a thousand times faster and
higher than that of those Canadian geese flying over
Zurakowski Park!  However, remember to stop now and
then to smell the flowers.

We all hope for an improvement in your health Jan so
that you can enjoy this wonderful project for a long
time and be happy in the knowledge that your friends
have established this fitting tribute to one of the
worlds most famous test pilots and also one of the
worlds finest gentlemen.

God bless,

(signed)

Jim Floyd

July 26, 2003

